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YORK MANOR

Haddington Garth under a thick blanket of snow after a blizzard

Trick or treating at Watford Court Marigold in bloom

Lutherville Volunteer Fire Company: 
Open House on Saturday October 7, 2017 from 
12 noon till 4 p.m.

Fall Yard Sale: The Neighborhood Yard Sale is on Saturday, 
October 14, 2017 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Rain Date: October 15, 2017                      

Halloween Party: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 from 
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at Watford Court 

Santa Visits: Get ready to receive Santa from December 4 - 7

Santa on the Fire Truck : Santa rides the fire truck on Friday, 
December 15 after 6:00 p.m. (Details on page 2)

Upcoming Events

York Manor in the Fall & Winter
ur community has seen many changes 
recently, a new development of homes near 
Margate Road, new speed bumps on 

Margate Road, new commercial development at the 
old Watson’s site, just to mention a few. Many 
residents are improving their homes as well, and 
for those of you who are contemplating some 
renovations, please be sure to submit a Property 
Improvement form, with the particulars of the 
project spelled out, to the Board of Directors for 
review and approval prior to starting the work. 
Please be aware of the requirements of the 
covenants that apply to your property,  especially as 
regards set back lines.  While the southern part of 
our country was hit the hardest by the recent 
hurricanes, York Manor homes suffered loss of 
trees, loss of power and other serious damage.    
We should all be aware of the need to help our 
neighbors, especially the elderly neighbors, during 
the cold weather months,  with snow and ice 
removal.  As always, the time commitments of our 
volunteers is greatly appreciated as our projects 
and activities work best with the help of as many 
volunteers as possible.  Be aware of the scheduled 
events which the Association sponsors, such as the 
Fall Yard  Sale, the Halloween party and the visits 
from Santa, ( and maybe the Oriole Bird ) which 
will go on throughout the year.  You can also keep 
track of the ongoing projects of the Association by 
checking  the Facebook Group, and use it to share 
your ideas for the community with others.  We are 
again using PayPal as a tool to allow everyone to 
pay their Association dues online, which is a much 
improved method of securely and efficiently 
collecting the annual dues. As always, the 
Association continues to need volunteers, 
particularly those neighbors who feel moved to 
serve as members of the Board. 
 
BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON!

John Austin

O
President’s Message
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Harper Johnston, Ph.D.
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York Manor Email Tree
Kim Farrell
yorkmanortree@gmail.com

Graphic Designer
Mathew Mathew
410.321.1844
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You?

York Manor Improvement Association (YMIA) 
welcomes your input, ideas, and comments. You are 
also encouraged to get involved by contributing 
articles and pictures to the newsletter that reflect the 
character of York Manor community.  Only articles 
approved by the YMIA Board will be published. 

York Manor Messenger is a community newsletter  
published by the YMIA. 

Date: Tuesday, October 31
Time: 5:00 p.m.
Place: Watford Court

Hot dogs, mulled cider and dino nuggets will be provided. Children will receive glow sticks 
and a short parade around the court will take place shortly before 6 pm. Don’t forget to 
wear a costume. Join the fun with other families in the York Manor community. 

Follow these tips for a safe Halloween:

Trick or Treaters
Make sure costumes don’t drag on the ground. Carry only flexible swords, knives, and other 
props. Masks should fit securely and have eye holes large enough to see through clearly. 
Wear a watch you can read in the dark. Carry a flashlight. Walk, don’t run. Stay on sidewalks 
and don’t run across lawns or driveways. Approach only houses that are lit. Stay away from 
animals you don’t know.

Parents
Choose costumes made of flame-retardant material. Know where your children are going. 
Make sure the costumes are visible to motorists -- attach bright colored reflective tape on 
costumes if necessary. Young children should be accompanied by an adult. Have your child 
eat dinner before setting out. Have all food items brought in by the children inspected 
before they are eaten. Instruct your children not to eat anything until they are found good 
for consumption. Look at wrappings carefully and discard anything that looks suspicious.

Homeowners
Clear your yards, steps, and porch of anything that may trip the children. Substitute battery 
operated candles for real ones. Place lit pumpkins away from landings and door steps to 
avert accidental fire.

Are we going to have Halloween Party photos taken? 
YES! You can also get copies of Halloween Party pictures by contacting 
Harper Johnston via HarperBaileyJohnston@gmail.com.

Please bring these items by last name:
A-G: Apple Cider, Juice Boxes, Fruit
H-M: Cupcakes or Cookies
N-Z: Chips, Pretzels, Veggies, etc.

It’s Time to Schedule Santa Visits!
Santa will visit your home and bring small gifts for your children. This is for families with 
young children or for elderly members of our community.  The visit will be by scheduled 
appointment, during December 4-7, after work hours.  Please 
contact Cathy and John Rommel by November 30 to schedule 
the visit.  Please include the names and ages of the children 
or the name of the elderly resident.  The Rommels can be 
reached at rommels2@comcast.net or 410-828-0524.

Santa Needs Helpers! 
Teens or young adults who are interested in 
volunteering as elves, please contact Cathy or John 
Rommel to volunteer your time.

Santa’s Fire Truck Tour
The Lutherville Volunteer Fire Company truck will be escorting Santa. This ride through 
York Manor is tentatively scheduled for Friday, December 15. At time of publication, we are 
still awaiting confirmation from LVFC. Hopefully Santa will have a special guest riding 
along, too! Watch for his arrival at your door with his big smile and occasional shouting of 
Ho! Ho! Don’t be surprised if he brings along a reindeer!  

NOTE – Please come out to the curb when you hear the truck approaching.  
In other communities, neighbors gather together at corners and socialize.  This helps the 
driver and Santa.  If you would kindly gather at the nearest intersection, close to the curb, 
when you hear the truck approaching, Santa will have the opportunity to spend a little more 
time with you!  The truck starts near York Road and winds around, ending near Ridgely 
Road. Watch the email tree and our York Manor Facebook Group for updates in December.

mailto:sroyer124@gmail.com
mailto:sroyer124@gmail.com


! York Manor Reminders
• The difference of a few miles per hour 

can mean the difference between life 
and death. 

• Please reduce your speed when 
driving in our community. Last year a 
sixth grader from Ridgely Middle 
School was hit while crossing the 
street in front of the York Manor pool. 
As the weather warms up and we have 
more children walking and playing 
outside, please slow down. 

• If your dog is outside in a fence or 
on a leash, please be sure there is 
clear access to your front door for 
the convenience and safety of 
friends and delivery people.

• When walking pets, please clean up 
after them.

• Leave outside lights on at night to 
deter crime.

• Have your house number visible 
from the street for emergency 
responders.

• Trailers and recreation vehicles 
cannot be left on the street for more 
than 24 hours.

• Vehicles without current, valid 
license plates will be towed. It’s 
illegal, even if the vehicle is on your 
property, unless it’s in your garage.

• Basketball hoops and backboards 
must be kept off the street. You may 
use the street for playing as long as 
all equipment are located on your 
property. It is against the law to 
place any equipment on public 
property (the street).

• Please be sure that you have a copy 
of the Pertinent Covenant for your 
property. Because of the 
development sequence of York 
Manor, there are NINE different 
sets of covenants, so yours may be 
different from that of your 
immediate neighbor.

York Manor Board 
Needs Your Help
Your neighborhood association is 
looking for residents who would like 
to contribute to the improvement of 
our neighborhood. There are 
positions on the YMIA Board that 
need to be filled. Members are 
volunteers who lend their time and 
talent to support the essential 
community activities. Please also 
consider attending our Board 
meetings. 

York Manor Covenants
There are covenants for each home in 
York Manor (nine different sets of 
covenants).  These covenants are 
enforceable and upheld by Baltimore 
County.  Examples of restrictions in 
the covenants include fence type and 
height, prohibition on keeping 

Neighborhood News
Welcome to new homeowners and 
families who have found a new home 
in York Manor this year. 
Congratulations to all the newlyweds 
and a big hurrah! to the parents of 
newborns at York Manor! 

It is with great sympathy that we 
remember those  who have passed 
away since our last newsletter. Our 
sincere condolences to their family 
and friends.  For those in our 
community who are facing a serious  
illness or recuperating, you are in 
our thoughts.

chickens, and the requirement to submit 
renovation plans to the board and have 
them approved in advance. Please let us 
know if you need a copy of the covenants 
for your home and if you are planning any 
renovations, such as a deck, fence, or 
shed.  Thank you! 
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The YMIA Board thanks 
all those who have paid 
their membership dues

•175 households paid their dues 
this year. 

•We have 397 households and 
would like to have the 
participation of everyone.

•Your membership dues are the 
only source of funds for the 
maintenance and improvement of 
the York Manor neighborhood.

•Every penny is accounted for and 
details are already mailed to every 
household and also available 
on request.

Autumn Joy
When the sedum aka autumn joy turns 

pink and bumble bees get busy collecting 
the nectar, you know autumn is around 

the corner. This annual ritual is a pleasant 
event to watch if you love birds and bees 

and have autumn joy in your garden. 
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Welcome to 
New Residents!
Welcome, welcome, to all new 
residents of York Manor!  Whether 
you moved from across town or from 
far away, we are glad to have you as 
part of our community.  A special 
welcome to first time home owners.  

We stay in touch regarding community 
news in the following ways:
• The Messenger, our newsletter,    

published twice a year
• Our email tree
• Our Facebook Group
• Seeing each other in person at 

events such as the Halloween party 
and our annual meeting. 

We like to have your email address to 
communicate on a more timely basis 
and to save the time and cost of 
printing and delivering newsletters.  
We are looking for volunteers for a 
variety of roles, including block 
captains.

Our community consists of 397 
households and each property has 
covenants which apply.  We have 
multiple sets of covenants across the 
community.

We thank everyone who has paid their 
annual dues of $25.  For those who 
haven’t paid, it’s not too late, please 
see the form in this newsletter.

To join the email tree, please send a 
note with your contact information to
Kim Farrell at: 
yorkmanortree@gmail.com

Sue Royer has been updating the database of families in York Manor so 
that we can engage a local printer to print an updated directory.  The sale 
of ads will cover the cost of printing.  We will distribute the directories via 
volunteers so that we don't need to pay for postage.   If you have supplied 
an update with your dues payment in recent years, Sue has already 
included that information in the database.  The following information will 
be included, space permitting.  The final format will be determined by the 
publisher.

First name of adult(s): ____________________________________
Last name of adult(s): ____________________________________
Street address: __________________________________________
phone 1: _______________________
phone 2: _______________________
email 1: _______________________________________________
email 2: _______________________________________________

Phone numbers will not be identified as home or mobile in the directory.  
Some residents are using mobile phone numbers as their primary number.  

This is the last call for updates - the deadline is November 15, 2017.  
Updates can be emailed to sroyer124@gmail.com or can be mailed to the 
York Manor Improvement Association, P.O. Box 36, Lutherville, MD 21094.

Thank you

Directory Update – Last Call 

You probably have this “gorgeous beauty”
in your backyard or garden! 

Perhaps no other weed proves as difficult to prevent, 
control or kill as common pokeweed (Phytolacca 
Americana), a perennial herb that grows in your 
backyard or even in your garden. New plants 
propagate only by seeds, which drop off the plant or 
are eaten and dispersed by birds. A single plant 
produces up to 50,000 seeds in its lifetime, with each 
seed viable for 40 years, which can result in a 
pokeweed invasion if not controlled. To get rid of 
pokeweed you must remove the entire taproot 
because small pieces of roots left in the soil can 
regrow. Be aware that it is a poisonous plant.

All parts of pokeweed plants are toxic and can cause 
stomach pain or even death if ingested. The berries 
are the least toxic, roots are the most toxic and stems 
become more toxic as they mature. 

This Beauty is a Beast!



THE MESSENGER!  PAGE 5

If you are planning an improvement to your property, such as room additions, deck, exterior color changes, siding, fence, 
etc., please notify York Manor Improvement Association PRIOR to beginning the work. This form may be used to provide 
information. Detach and MAIL the form along with a site plan and/or color chip to: 

York Manor Improvement Association 
PO Box 36, Lutherville, Maryland 21094

Your notice will receive prompt attention. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________

General Description of Proposed Improvements:

What will the neighbor’s view of this improvement be? Supply elevation plan when possible.

If installing a fence indicate height _______________

Reviewed Appropriate Covenant?  YES / No

Will it have any effect on their property?   YES / NO

Have you made your neighbors aware of your plans?   YES / NO  (Please attempt to contact them)

Please attach a site plan showing the house, any fences, the location of proposed improvements (including set backs), and 
any pertinent landscaping. Also please include any grading changes that will take place and describe buildings, including 
color. For exterior color changes, please attach color chips if possible.  
Submit completed form to yorkmanortree@gmail.com or to YMIA, P.O. Box 36, Lutherville, MD 21094. 

Date: _____________________

Property 
Improvement 
Notification
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Expenses: 
From January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 

Annual Meeting (Hot Dogs, Buns, Napkins, 

Plates and Cutlery)                                                       $31.82 

Baltimore County Taxes for Corner Lot                         $82.87                                           

Corner Lot, the islands & snow removal                   $1,940.00

Corner Lot Insurance                                                   $465.00

Dues Notices 1st & 2nd Mailing:

(envelopes, letters stamps)                                  $658.91

Easter Egg Hunt                                                            $94.34

Santa’s Visit to homes & Fire Truck                             $126.63                                   

GTCC Dues                                                                    $50.00

Halloween Party                                                   No receipts

Messenger (Labels and Printing)                                 $694.11
Rental of Post Office Box #36                  $106.00                                                                               
Replacement of Christmas Wreaths & Bows               $214.23
Yard Sale (Balloons)                                            $2.93

Total Expenses:                                               $4,466.84
Increases Amounted to       $302.89
Savings Amounted to       $273.40
Difference (Increase)         $29.49
               
Income:         
Annual Membership Dues of $25.00 per

Household for 215 as of December 31, 2016               $5,375.00
Last year we had 220 paid households
York manor has 397 households
Ads for 2016           $75.00
Income       $5450.00
Expenses                         $4466.84                                                                                             
Difference                                                                                 $983.16

Certificate of Deposit as of December 31, 2016              $1,512.22

Treasurer
Pat Jaramillo

Treasurer’s Annual Report 

BALTIMORE
THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER

and of course

THE GREATEST CITY IN AMERICA!



!  

Thank you for your support of York Manor Improvement Association. Your contribution helps 
support the various activities that are held throughout the year and maintain the standards that 
make our community such a great place to live.  Please return this form along with your check to: 
York Manor Improvement Association, P.O. Box 36, Lutherville, MD 21094.

Enclosed is check # __________ in the amount of $25.00 per household for the 
2017 -2018 annual dues. 

Name(s) of adults: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s): ____________________________________________________

E-mail Address(s): ___________________________________________________ 

¨ Check if your information has recently changed

We would love for you to serve on the York Manor Improvement Association Board of Directors 
or assist with one of our community activities!

Please indicate if you are interested in:

¨ Attending a board meeting or serving on the board (all are welcome!)

¨ Hanging holiday wreaths

¨ Distributing newsletters or dues notices to households on my block (block captain)

¨ Taking photographs of community events

¨ Posting Notices for the Yard Sale

¨ Moderating our Facebook Group

¨ Welcoming new families

¨ Other: _________________________________________________________

The best way to reach me is: ____________________________________________

Thank you! 

York Manor
Improvement Association 
Annual Dues
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York Manor
Email Tree
More of you are receiving this 
newsletter via email with 
each edition. Please 
consider adding your 
email address to our 
list. We do not solicit 
or give out your 
address to anyone 
for any purpose other 
than for our community.  
Those on the email tree receive 
updates from the local police 
and other notices of general 
interest. If you would like to be 
added to our email tree, please 
send an email to Kim Farrell at 
yorkmanortree@gmail.com. 

Snow Removal from Sidewalks
As winter approaches, please make arrangements 
in advance for snow removal from the sidewalk in 
front of your home. We are happy to have 
sidewalks in York Manor and many people use 
these sidewalks -- for exercise, walking to the 
mailbox, walking dogs or pushing strollers. 
Baltimore County regulations require sidewalks to 
be shoveled within 24 hours after the snow stops. 
This is laid out in the Baltimore County Code of 
Ordinances, Roads, Bridges and Sidewalks,
18-3-107 Removal of  Snow and Ice. If you 
are not physically able to take care of snow, now 
is a good time to ask a family member, 
neighborhood teen or your lawn care provider to 
take care of snow removal this winter. Please 
keep our community safe for all. Walking in the 
street after a snowfall is hazardous. For those who 
live on a corner, please ensure that snow is 
removed from all of your sidewalk, along both 
sides of the property.

mailto:yorkmanor@comcast.net
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