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YORK MANOR

A beautiful evening calls for a block party! September 15, 2018 on Haddington Road

Fall colors come in different shapes and sizes! A backyard in winter

Fall Yard Sale: The Neighborhood Yard Sale is on Saturday, 
October 13, 2018 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Rain Date: October 14, 2018        

Lutherville Volunteer Fire Company: 
Open House on Saturday October 20, 2018 from 
11a.m. till 4 p.m.              

Halloween Party: Wednesday, October 31, 2018 from 
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. at Watford Court 

Santa Visits: Get ready to receive Santa from December 3 - 6

Santa on the Fire Truck : Santa rides the fire truck on Friday, 
December 21 after 6:00 p.m. (Details on page 2)

Upcoming Events

York Manor in the Fall & Winter

s usual, the Association is sponsoring 
many events for the upcoming 
months:  All of these activities will be 

more fun if more people join by participating, 
particularly, in the Halloween Party, the Yard 
Sale and Santa’s annual visit to York Manor 
riding on the Lutherville Volunteers’ Fire 
truck through the  community.  In addition, 
everyone is invited to join the Association’s 
Facebook group and share information about 
the community and your neighbors. 
The Association will be bringing out the 
latest edition of our Directory, so if you have 
not updated your address and telephone 
information, please contact Board member, 
Sue Royer, as soon as possible.  Remember 
that if you have not yet paid your 2018 dues 
( $25.00 ) you can do so via Paypal, or by 
using the form included with this newsletter.  
As always, volunteers are needed for the 
Association’s activities, and if you want to 
help out, please contact a Board member, 
directly, or by e-mail and indicate your area 
of interest.
            
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!   

John Austin

A
President’s Message
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410.296.6161
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Facebook Group & Special Projects
Sue Royer
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Lynn Benach
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Halloween & Easter Events Coordinator
Harper Johnston, Ph.D.
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HarperBaileyJohnston@gmail.com

Santa Visits
John and Cathy Rommel
410.828.0524
rommels2@gmail.com

York Manor Email Tree
Kim Farrell
yorkmanortree@gmail.com

Graphic Designer
Mathew Mathew
410.321.1844
mm@pixelbrew.com

Mike & Jackie Golden
mwgolden1951@gmail.com
jlgolden2@gmail.com

York Manor Improvement Association (YMIA) 
welcomes your input, ideas, and comments. You are 
also encouraged to get involved by contributing 
articles and pictures to the newsletter that reflect the 
character of York Manor community.  Only articles 
approved by the YMIA Board will be published. 

York Manor Messenger is a community newsletter  
published by the YMIA. 

Date: Wednesday, October 31
Time: 5:00 p.m.
Place: Watford Court

Hot dogs, mulled cider and dino nuggets will be provided. Children will receive glow sticks 
and a short parade around the court will take place shortly before 6 pm. Don’t forget to 
wear a costume. Join the fun with other families in the York Manor community. 

Follow these tips for a safe Halloween:

Trick or Treaters
Make sure costumes don’t drag on the ground. Carry only flexible swords, knives, and other 
props. Masks should fit securely and have eye holes large enough to see through clearly. 
Wear a watch you can read in the dark. Carry a flashlight. Walk, don’t run. Stay on sidewalks 
and don’t run across lawns or driveways. Approach only houses that are lit. Stay away from 
animals you don’t know.

Parents
Choose costumes made of flame-retardant material. Know where your children are going. 
Make sure the costumes are visible to motorists -- attach bright colored reflective tape on 
costumes if necessary. Young children should be accompanied by an adult. Have your child 
eat dinner before setting out. Have all food items brought in by the children inspected 
before they are eaten. Instruct your children not to eat anything until they are found good 
for consumption. Look at wrappings carefully and discard anything that looks suspicious.

Homeowners
Clear your yards, steps, and porch of anything that may trip the children. Substitute battery 
operated candles for real ones. Place lit pumpkins away from landings and door steps to 
avert accidental fire.

Are we going to have Halloween Party photos taken? 
YES! You can also get copies of Halloween Party pictures by contacting 
Harper Johnston via HarperBaileyJohnston@gmail.com.

Please bring these items by last name:
A-G: Apple Cider, Juice Boxes, Fruit
H-M: Cupcakes or Cookies
N-Z: Chips, Pretzels, Veggies, etc.

It’s Time to Schedule Santa Visits!
Santa will visit your home and bring small gifts for your children. This is for families with 
young children or for elderly members of our community.  The visit will be by scheduled 
appointment, during December 3–6, after work hours.  Please 
contact Cathy and John Rommel by November 28 to schedule 
the visit.  Please include the names and ages of the children 
or the name of the elderly resident.  The Rommels can be 
reached at rommels2@comcast.net or 410-828-0524.

Santa Needs Helpers! 
Teens or young adults who are interested in 
volunteering as elves, please contact Cathy or John 
Rommel to volunteer your time.

Santa’s Fire Truck Tour
The Lutherville Volunteer Fire Company truck will be escorting Santa. This ride through 
York Manor is tentatively scheduled for Friday, December 21. At time of publication, we are 
still awaiting confirmation from LVFC. Hopefully Santa will have a special guest riding 
along, too! Watch for his arrival at your door with his big smile and occasional shouting of 
Ho! Ho! Don’t be surprised if he brings along a reindeer!  

NOTE – Please come out to the curb when you hear the truck approaching.  
In other communities, neighbors gather together at corners and socialize.  This helps the 
driver and Santa.  If you would kindly gather at the nearest intersection, close to the curb, 
when you hear the truck approaching, Santa will have the opportunity to spend a little more 
time with you!  The truck starts near York Road and winds around, ending near Ridgely 
Road. Watch the email tree and our York Manor Facebook Group for updates in December.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2 0 1 8  -  2 0 1 9
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The YMIA Board thanks 
all those who have paid 
their membership dues

•168 households paid their dues 
this year. 

•We have 397 households and 
would like to have the 
participation of everyone.

•Your membership dues are the 
only source of funds for the 
maintenance and improvement of 
the York Manor neighborhood.

•Every penny is accounted for and 
details are already mailed to every 
household and also available on 
request.

By Sue Royer, YMIA Board Member

Some people are surprised to find out 
after they move into a home in York 
Manor that all of the properties have 
covenants. Some say that they would not 
have purchased the house had they 
known. That’s understandable because 
back in the 1940’s, it was commonplace in 
this country to have restrictive covenants 
based on race or religion. Such covenants 
were clearly discriminatory, and in 1948, 
the United States Supreme Court outlawed 
racial covenants. The Fair Housing Act of 
1968 outlawed discrimination in real 
estate transactions based on race, religion, 
or sex.

Fast forward to today - what is the 
purpose of the York Manor covenants? “To 
protect property values and provide 
neighborhood stability, residential 
developments commonly include 
covenants prohibiting nonresidential uses 
of the properties and specifying the types 
of dwellings and uses permitted, such as 
detached houses for single-family use.”  
[Source: Encyclopedia Britannica]

Yes, the purpose of the covenants is to 
protect property values for all of us and to 
provide neighborhood stability.
In York Manor we have nine different sets 
of covenants. Each covenant is assigned a 
color and we have a color-coded map of 
the neighborhood showing which 
covenants apply to each property. Your 
neighbor may have different covenants 
than you! All of the covenants are posted 
in the files section of the York Manor 
Facebook Group and are also available 
upon request.

Here are some examples of 
provisions that are in most, if not all, 
of the covenants in York Manor:

• Residential/Non-commercial use
• One detached dwelling per lot, 

designed for occupancy by 
a single family

• Garage is permitted
• Dentist or doctor office is permitted as 

long as the dentist or doctor also resides 
there. This requires prior approval

• No building, fence, wall or other 
structure shall be commenced, erected, 
placed or altered in structure or color on 
any lot until the plans and 
specifications, including color scheme, 
and a grading plan showing the 
location of the structure, have been 
approved in writing

• Requirements for set-back from the 
front, side and back

• Fences shall not exceed 42” and not 
impede surface drainage

• No chickens, ducks, geese or other type 
or kind of fowl, or horses, ponies cows 
or livestock of any kind whatsoever, 
may be kept, maintained, or bred on 
any lot or lots or in any dwelling or 
building erected thereon, nor shall any 
owner or occupant be permitted to 
breed domestic animals such as cats 
and dogs, etc. or to keep more than two 
such animals on the premises.

• No noxious or offensive trade or activity 
shall be carried on upon any lot; nor 
shall anything be done thereon which 
may be or become a nuisance or 
annoyance to the neighborhood. 

If you do plan to make a change to your 
property, such as adding a deck, 
enclosing a porch, putting up a shed or 
fence, having solar panels installed on 
your roof, or other improvements, 
please submit the property 
improvement form in advance. 

York Manor Board 
Needs Your Help
Your neighborhood association is looking for 
residents who would like to contribute to the 
improvement of our neighborhood. There are 
positions on the YMIA Board that need to be 
filled. Members are volunteers who lend their 
time and talent to support the essential 
community activities. Please also consider 
attending our Board meetings. 

Mind Your Sidewalks
Broken or crushed sidewalks, unmarked drop-
offs which are not as high as a standard curb, 
depressions in the ground and raised areas 
commonly caused by tree roots growing 
beneath a sidewalk slab can be deceivingly 
dangerous because they are difficult to detect 
and can easily cause someone to fall. Property 
owners may be held responsible if someone is 
injured as a result of the cracked sidewalks or 
other hazardous walkways. 

As a reminder, in York Manor, sidewalks are 
the responsibility of the home owner.
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Welcome to 
New Residents!
Welcome, welcome, to all new 
residents of York Manor!  Whether 
you moved from across town or from 
far away, we are glad to have you as 
part of our community.  A special 
welcome to first time home owners.  

We stay in touch regarding community 
news in the following ways:
• The Messenger, our newsletter,    

published twice a year
• Our email tree
• Our Facebook Group
• Seeing each other in person at 

events such as the Halloween party 
and our annual meeting. 

We like to have your email address to 
communicate on a more timely basis 
and to save the time and cost of 
printing and delivering newsletters.  
We are looking for volunteers for a 
variety of roles, including block 
captains.

Our community consists of 397 
households and each property has 
covenants which apply.  We have 
multiple sets of covenants across the 
community.

We thank everyone who has paid their 
annual dues of $25.  For those who 
haven’t paid, it’s not too late, please 
see the form in this newsletter.

To join the email tree, please send a 
note with your contact information to
Kim Farrell at: 
yorkmanortree@gmail.com

– Getting to Know Your Neighbors –

JACKIE GOLDEN
I want to introduce myself, especially to 
York Manor neighbors who are raising a 
child with disabilities.  As a parent of a 
young adult with significant disabilities, I 
know how much it would have meant to me 
to have someone helped me and shared their 
experience.  Just to know that you’re not 
alone and that there are support services, 
and other families having similar 
experiences, and learning how to find them 
is very helpful..  Raising a child with 
significant disabilities is hard enough, but 
how to find support, well it’s nice to know 
you have a place to turn and it’s a neighbor.  
I hope to give back to other young families 
in York Manor some of the knowledge that I 
have gleaned over the years. 

We live on the corner of Haddington and 
Pickett Roads.  Our family moved to York 
Manor in the late 1980’s. We have two 
children who are now adults; our youngest 
son was born with a rare disorder called 
Angelman Syndrome (AS).   Due to the AS, 
our son needs total support and care day and 
night.  York Manor and Lutherville are filled 
with great schools, grocery stores, the fire 
department, medical care professionals, and 
are close to hospitals, shopping, and public 
transportation.  We chose to raise our 
family here not only because of the nearby 
resources, but also because of the diverse 
and welcoming neighbors, who have made a 
real difference in our lives. 

When our son was young and extremely 
medically fragile, spending months in 
hospitals, we would come home on a snowy 
night and find that one of our neighbors had 
already shoveled our sidewalk.  We may 
come home and find a neighbor who had 
cooked us dinner and brought it to our 
home knowing that our son was very ill.  
York Manor is known for its diversity and 
welcoming nature. I have found over the 
years that York Manor welcomes those of all 
faiths, races, abilities and disabilities, and 
we truly embrace each other. I hope we are 
viewed as good neighbors and we are here 
for our neighbors as well, as it works both 
ways. We may help our neighbors in some 
small way, that makes a huge difference in 
their lives. This is what neighbors do, we are 
here for each other. 

This brings me to the point of my 
introduction after all these years.  I have a 
great deal of experience in connecting with 
other parents and building networks of 
families who are raising a child with a 
disability.  While I don’t have all the 
answers, perhaps I can be of some 
assistance to another family.  Trying to 
understand the myriad of services for people 
with disabilities can be overwhelming.  
If one of our neighbors is unsure of where to 
find the support they need, or if they want to 
serve on a committee that makes a 
difference for people with disabilities, 
please contact me.  My time is limited, but 
I am never too busy to help another person 
who needs some direction or support. 

My email is: jlgolden@gmail.com 
I’m happy to share the information that 
I have gathered over the years.  I have served 
and continue to serve on many committees 
for Maryland related to people with 
disabilities and their families. If I can assist 
your family in finding support, I will be 
happy to do so.  Please drop me an email 
and I will respond. 

Jackie’s son Joshua and husband Mike with 
Santa during his visit to York Manor last year

Residents of  York Manor please note: 
If  you have an inspiring story to share on this column,

please send it to Sue Royer: sroyer124@gmail.com 
Publishing the story is entirely at the discretion of  the YMIA Board.

¬
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If you are planning an improvement to your property, such as room additions, deck, exterior color changes, siding, fence, 
etc., please notify York Manor Improvement Association PRIOR to beginning the work. This form may be used to provide 
information. Detach and MAIL the form along with a site plan and/or color chip to: 

York Manor Improvement Association 
PO Box 36, Lutherville, Maryland 21094

Your notice will receive prompt attention. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________

General Description of Proposed Improvements:

What will the neighbor’s view of this improvement be? Supply elevation plan when possible.

If installing a fence indicate height _______________

Reviewed Appropriate Covenant?  YES / No

Will it have any effect on their property?   YES / NO

Have you made your neighbors aware of your plans?   YES / NO  (Please attempt to contact them)

Please attach a site plan showing the house, any fences, the location of proposed improvements (including set backs), and 
any pertinent landscaping. Also please include any grading changes that will take place and describe buildings, including 
color. For exterior color changes, please attach color chips if possible.  
Submit completed form to yorkmanortree@gmail.com or to YMIA, P.O. Box 36, Lutherville, MD 21094. 

Date: _____________________

Property 
Improvement 
Request
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Expenses: 
From January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 
                                                    
Baltimore County Taxes for Corner Lot                         $82.87                                           

Corner Lot & islands landscaping                        $2.115.00

Corner Lot Insurance                                                   $507.00

Dues Notices 1st & 2nd Mailing:

(envelopes, labels, letters & stamps)                    $744.34

Easter Egg Hunt                                                    No receipts

Lutherville Volunteer Fire Department                         $50.00

Santa’s Visit to homes & Fire Truck                             $126.63                                   

GTCC Dues                                                                    $50.00

Halloween Party                                                   No receipts

Messenger (Labels and Printing)                                 $645.57
Plastic Ties & One Box Envelopes                                 $32.77
Rental of Post Office Box #36 (Increase of $2.00)       $108.00                                                                               
Replacement of Christmas Wreaths & Bows                 $12.72
That Tree Guy                                                      $600.00

Total Expenses:                                               $4948.27
Increases Amounted to       $302.89
Savings Amounted to       $273.40
Difference (Increase)         $29.49
               
Income:         
Annual Membership Dues of $25.00 per

Household for 223 as of December 31, 2017               $5575.00
Last year we had 215 paid households
York Manor has 397 households
Two Ads for 2017           $50.00
Income       $5625.00
Expenses                         $4948.27                                                                                             
Difference                                                                                 $676.73

Certificate of Deposit as of December 31, 2017              $1513.27

Treasurer
Pat Jaramillo

Treasurer’s Annual Report 
MARCH 31, 2018 

ANNUAL MEETING WAS HELD AT A BOARD MEMBER’S HOME

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS & WEBSITES
Baltimore County allows you to report issues online using their app

Streets (pot holes, downed trees blocking road, etc.):  Baltimore County Bureau of Highways 410-887-3560
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/iwant/report.html

Street signs, stop signs:  Baltimore County Traffic Engineering 410-887-3554
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/iwant/report.html

Water (leaks in street, other water issues):  Baltimore City 410-396-3500
https://balt311.baltimorecity.gov/citizen/mbl

Street lights (out or knocked down by tree or vehicle): BGE 877-778-2222
https://bge.custhelp.com/app/ODL-LightingOutage

Police Non-Emergency Number (answered 24x7): 410-887-2222
Emergency: 911

Code enforcement (tall grass, debris in yard, inoperable vehicle, animal control issues): 410-887-3351
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/iwant/report.html



!  

Thank you for your support of York Manor Improvement Association. Your contribution helps 
support the various activities that are held throughout the year and maintain the standards that 
make our community such a great place to live.  Please return this form along with your check to: 
York Manor Improvement Association, P.O. Box 36, Lutherville, MD 21094.

Enclosed is check # __________ in the amount of $25.00 per household for the 
2018 -2019 annual dues. 

Name(s) of adults: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s): ____________________________________________________

E-mail Address(s): ___________________________________________________ 

¨ Check if your information has recently changed

We would love for you to serve on the York Manor Improvement Association Board of Directors 
or assist with one of our community activities!

Please indicate if you are interested in:

¨ Attending a board meeting or serving on the board (all are welcome!)

¨ Hanging holiday wreaths

¨ Distributing newsletters or dues notices to households on my block (block captain)

¨ Taking photographs of community events

¨ Posting Notices for the Yard Sale

¨ Moderating our Facebook Group

¨ Welcoming new families

¨ Other: _________________________________________________________

The best way to reach me is: ____________________________________________

Thank you! 

York Manor
Improvement Association 
Annual Dues
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York Manor
Email Tree
More of you are receiving this 
newsletter via email with 
each edition. Please 
consider adding your 
email address to our 
list. We do not solicit 
or give out your 
address to anyone 
for any purpose other 
than for our community.  
Those on the email tree receive 
updates from the local police 
and other notices of general 
interest. If you would like to be 
added to our email tree, please 
send an email to Kim Farrell at 
yorkmanortree@gmail.com. 

Snow Removal from Sidewalks
As winter approaches, please make arrangements 
in advance for snow removal from the sidewalk in 
front of your home. We are happy to have 
sidewalks in York Manor and many people use 
these sidewalks -- for exercise, walking to the 
mailbox, walking dogs or pushing strollers. 
Baltimore County regulations require sidewalks to 
be shoveled within 24 hours after the snow stops. 
This is laid out in the Baltimore County Code of 
Ordinances, Roads, Bridges and Sidewalks,
18-3-107 Removal of  Snow and Ice. If you 
are not physically able to take care of snow, now 
is a good time to ask a family member, 
neighborhood teen or your lawn care provider to 
take care of snow removal this winter. Please 
keep our community safe for all. Walking in the 
street after a snowfall is hazardous. For those who 
live on a corner, please ensure that snow is 
removed from all of your sidewalk, along both 
sides of the property.
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